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Part 1: Complete Versions of Performance Examples from the book

Mohammad Reza Shajarian’s Avaz in Iran and Beyond, 1979-2010

by
Rob Simms and Amir Koushkani

Due to lack of space we were only able to include short versions of the performance examples
presented in the book. The following versions include all of the excerpts discussed in the text,
including complete versions of the Dastan comparison and Ostad Shajarian’s metered
compositions.
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Part 2: Transcriptions of Complete Performances from Major Recordings

(The following transcriptions were to be published by Delawaz in Iran in early 2012 as the third and final volume of our
study of Ostad Shajarian’s avaz. At present in Iran, all print publications must be submitted to the government for
approval before they are permitted to go into production and be released. Delawaz submitted an application for
publishing these transcriptions but unfortunately it was tacitly rejected by the government. Given this impasse, Ostad
Shajarian agreed to make the materials available through this website (www.yorku.ca/robsimms/shajarian) for non-
commercial purposes only. The following preface and transcriptions appear exactly as they were planned for the print
publication, the only difference being that Delawaz would have included a Persian translation of the preface alongside
the English.—Rob Simms, December 2012)

Preface

While Ostad Shajarian has millions of music fans in Iran and around the world, he is also highly
regarded by Persian musicians for his mastery of avaz and Qur’an recitation, along with his deep
knowledge of Persian literature, the styles of previous masters of avaz, and various radifs. He is
truly a ‘musician’s musician’. For the past couple of decades, musicians have been waiting for him
to present his own radif in some form for wider use, and as an important contribution to the tradition
of radif studies. When we asked Ostad Shajarian about this while conducting research for our major
study of his avaz,* he replied that his statement about the radif was already contained in his major
recordings—in an artistic rather than a theoretical or didactic form. This book presents
transcriptions of the complete avaz (excluding jawabs and metric compositions) from Ostad
Shajarian’s most famous albums, works that are discussed in detail in our study (particularly the
second volume). It is presented in the spirit of the tradition that harkens back to Vaziri, Saba,
Ma’roufi, and many others and continues vigorously to this day in Iran with the wealth of archival
materials and arrangements—transcriptions and recordings—that have fortunately appeared.

It goes without saying that, like any transcription, what | present here is my opinion about how
to notate the music, with all the subjective limitations that this entails. The complexity and musical
iham intrinsic to Persian music, and especially Ostad Shajarian’s avaz, is clearly open to alternate
interpretations and perceptions.

I have tried to clarify musical phrasing through the use of layout, barlines, and beaming. Avaz
sections (meaning the entire segments sung between long jawabs) are separated by barlines and set
as new paragraphs in the layout; each section is given an ordinal number following the performance
sequence. Phrases within the section are separated with dash on the first staff line. Commas indicate
pauses of various lengths but are generally short, delineating sub-phrases. The beaming and flagging
of notes reflects the vocabulary of musical motives or ‘words’ that make up sentence constructions.
Beaming also reflects how | feel rhythmic stress, with relative weight falling on the first note of

! Co-authored by Amir Koushkani in two volumes: the first entitled The Art of Avaz and Mohammad Reza Shajarian:
Foundations and Contexts, the second Mohammad Reza Shajarian’s Avaz in Iran and Beyond, 1979-2010 (both are
published by Lexington Books, 2012).



each beamed or flagged unit. Readers interested in details of my transcription methodology can
consult the appendix of the first volume of our study.

I wish to thank Amir Koushkani, Christy de Felice, and Shabnam Ataei for their help with this
work. Special thanks to Ostad Shajarian for his inspiring art, from which there is so much to both
enjoy and learn, and for his support of the project.

Rob Simms
Toronto, September 2011
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